Ann Murdoch im
“Miss Phoenix’

INTHROP AMES'S produc- |
tion  of the ultra-British
“P'runella” is assuredly a
triumph  of  matter  over |

nidd. The seenic eloquence with which |

tha play of Laurence Houseman and |

Granvilie Barker has been realized m‘

Ve

eloment of the performance,  Assuredly |

the Little Theatre is the most poetie

there (= no suggestion of beauty in the
verse of the two authors, Its com-
motplace form occasionally strikes the
ear with a disheartening o¢ffect. Mr.
Ames has done almost evervthing to
Lelp “Prunella.” He might have gone
one step further, but it I8 wot certain
that the authors would have been sat-
fstied.  He might have made “Prunella”
a pantomime; then the joy of audiences
ur the Little Theatrs could have bheen
uncontined and there would have been

imit to the gratitude of the spec-

titors ut the pretty sights offered in

the three brief acts

1t s impossible to estimate the dam- ||
age done U the art of acting by such| ™

a performanee us John Mason gave in

Monduy nlght, It may be different

Pienw The writer has not wnnormd‘

the play ugain and never expects to,
The present generation of playgoers

often hears of the achievements of !

ctors in an earlier period of the stage's
story in this country. Among the
sputedly fine actors of the last thirty
years was Mr. Mason. Younger play-
soers hear of this fame, go to the Cri-
terion Theatre and for two hours or
wre sit under the most monotonous,
drawn out, exaggeratedly deliberate

| damage the cause of actin

Indian Summer” at the Criterion of ! tent that must inevitably
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THE NEW PLAYS AND MUSIC THIS WEEK.

A New Star, Ballet, Some Plays and Music for This Week.

MONDAY—Metropolitan Opera House: Anna Paviowa and her Russian
dancers in two performances, afternoon and evening, with a different ‘

programme.

Wallack's Theatre: Cyril Maude makes his first appearance in this

city. acting in “The Second in Command.”
" farce by Albert Lee
Forty-fourth Street Musio Hall: Polaire appears in “The Assassin,” ||

Harris Theatre: “Miss Pheenix .

in connection with the rest of the programme barring the ballet of
“Carmen,” which has been painlessly removed.

Winter Garden: "The Pleasure
Lew Fields.

Seekers,” musical extravaganza by

e TR R PR

the constant overpraise of experience,
It i not to he denled that experience
and finish s what the actors of the
present dayv most stand in need of.  Bat

pensate for the lack of all others., As
an example of a well developed artigtie
method there is Martha Hedman in Mr.
Mason's  company. Rhe playe very
charmingly and with a certainty of
touch that never leaves her purposes in
doubt for a minute the scenes that fall
to her. And they are with one excep-

tierance that can be conceived. The | tion more or less in the same key, But

dry nasal quality of the volee, the sing

«ong preachiness of it all, makes the|
ordeal of o Jong sermon seem =light|

i comparison. No sermon ever lasted
as long as “Indian Summer."”

she avolds monotony, which ‘s a
familiar siy in the theatre.

Ethel Barrymore never looked love-

1
|ller than in the various scenes of

Yet the younger playgoers will uulli “Tante.,” which proved such a Buccess-

e told that Mr, Mason is a fine actor
aid be properly amazed at such an
espert opinion.  Of course they are
mnstantly prejudiced against good act-
" g that is really the sort of a thing
iy have been compelled to sit
tirough,  They may still retain their
abistract sdmiration for good acting, but
the next time there is a chance of see-
g it illustrated by Mr. Mason there
will be some eagerness on their part
w tiud out where George Cohan or Al
Jul=on is to be seen. And nobody who
wi- present at the first production of
Indian Summer” in this city could
teasonably blame them,
Pairer it would be to say that Mr.
+# Mason bad been an excellent actor oda
tute and dry school, that he wan
Imirably sulted to certain characters
st and That his mannerisms have so
<rown on him that at the present day
mora or less of a burden to sit
= artistic ministrations espe-
¢/lv when he has to recite about 76 per
st of the lines in the play. Bome
“«ch wecurate report of the present
of hig art would be less likely to

ful medium for her return to the New
York stage. Miss Harrymore is ever
a mystery of the theatre. FPerhaps the
peculiarities of her art might bhest be

| illustrated Ly hearing the impressions

of a forelgner, for instance, who was
told that she was one of the foremost
actressep of the American theatre. How
astonished a Frenchman or a German
would be at the contemplation of the
glender technical equipment she pos-
sesges. Her voice, of course, {8 A neg-
ligible quantity. No emotion ever col
ors its monotony nor does any depth of
feeling make It seem closer to the
spirit of the scene than a casual com-
mentator who i8 observing rather than
teeling what is happening. Then in
the mere mechanics of her profession
such as walking and moving with ease
and grace—the rudiments that are
picked up after a few months of rou-
tine by these without any part of Miss
liurrymnrv:u talent—she s still sadly
deficient.

Yet she gives a performance of the
selfish worldly musician which is irre-
sistible In its strong personal charm;

¥ to the ex- |if possible, tov lovable and too ador-
come from |able to bLe true to the type of the
Tnuvellnt. Most of Miss Barrymore's
‘t']m]l:--l:u- to her audiences {8 now (o

b found in her factal expression. Her

| 8mile gpeaks volumes of happiness or
that quality does not after all com- |

ridicule or hypocrigy, according 1o its
intent, and !'hnr-\nr-- depths of joy or
sudnesr or bitterness 1in her dark and
humid eyves which ecarry their message
strafght to the heart of the spectator,

Miss Bedgwick's deseription of the |

heroine Is:

“8he waus a woman of 4%, of ag ample
though =till beautiful figure, Her flow-
ing dress of white brocade nmde no at-
tempt to compress, to sustain or to at-
tenuate, No one gould sayv that a woman
who stood as she did, with the pose of
1 goddess, the small head majestically
Jgolsed over such shoulders and such a
wreast, was getting fat: yet no one could
Jeny that there was redundancy. 8he
was not  redundant as other women
were; she was ot elegant ax other
women were, she seemed in nothing
dAKe others, Her dress was strange; It
had folds and ampittudes and dim disks
of sllver brotderies at breast and Knee
that mude it like the dress of some Ve-
wtlan lady, drawn at random from an
wncestral marrlage coffer and put on
dreamily with no thought of aptness
Her halr was strange; no other woman's
halr was massed and folded as was hers
—halr dark as night and intertwined
and ooped with twisted strands of pear!
and diamond. Her face was strange -
that crowning face, known to all the
world. Disparate raclal elements min-
gled In the long Southern oval and Sla-
vonie modelling of brow and cheekbon
The lips, serene and passionate, deeply
sunken at the corners and shadowed
with a pencilling of down, were the lips
f Spain.  All the mynler} of the south
was In the grave and tragle eyves; yet
the eyes were cold. And touches of
wild ancestral suffering, like the sud-
den clash of spurs in the languors of a
polonaise, marked the wide nostrils and
the heavy eyellds and the broad, black
crooked eyebrows that seemed to stam-
mer a little In the perfect sentence of
her face."”

Not all of these qualities are sug-
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.\*c-;varamas and Musical Plays to Be Heard

Cvrd Made, the distinguished English

“ will he seen to-morrow night for
first time in this country since he ac-
Wired renown as a player. Mr. Maude
Milbuppear at Wallack's Theatre in “The
¢ Secondin Command,” by Robert Marshall.
Loin Drew aoted the comedy here about a
Soowie uga, Mr, Maude's company
tem directly from his own theatre, The

in London, and among its

teis are Tennox Pawle, Montagu
v baward Combermere, Arthur Curtis,

€ Hihis John Harwood, Hunter

" Jaries Dale, Mary Merrall, Mar-
Faret Ny w, Maude Andrews, Lena
Hailiday hina thambers, Olivia Glynn
I Margory M wide. Miss Maude pll,l
" ading roles in her father's company.

L

:-" ' diighter of Winifred Emery, and
ol ! appearance here several
M
T ML Wil remain at Wallaok's
L7 e

Y and during that time will
' WOy wndl the Harge.® by W. W,

"0'-_ Y Parker; “The Head-
L ¥ kdward Knoblauch and
Vil Calhy “Girumpy,” by the
sunday,” whoever they may
“w version of “The Vicar of
bw L. N, Parker.

Vidkel i

e oy \

Anna Pavlowa, the incomparable
dancer of her time, will be seen at the
Metropolitan Opers House to-morrow
afternoon and eveningina variety of ngqw
dances. She will be supported by Novi-
koff and other danoers and there will be
some recent examples of the soenio art of
Hakst.

Albert Lee is the author of *Miss
Pheenix," which is to be produced to-
morrow night at the Harris Theatre.

The farce deals with the adventures of a
a young woman who is mistaken for the

wife of & young man who happens jo be
the husband of another. It is said that
the play begins and ends in a Turkish
bath. Ann Murdock, Maud Knowlton,
Robert Mackay, Conway Tearle, Henry
Mortimer, Ben Hendricks, Ivan Bimpson,
Lenore Phelps, Jane Morrow, T. Tama-

moto, W. L. Romaine and Paula Roba are

in the cast,

J.ew Fielda will produce “The Pleasure

Seekera” at the Winter Garden to-morrow
night. There will be a large cast of well

known entertainers who have recently
been members of the organisation pre-

senting “Hanky Panky." The book of

the new extravaganza is credited to kdgar
Smith, with music by E. Ray Goetz. Two
Hippodrome aurtists have been called in in
the persons of Arthur Voegtlin and W, J
Wilson, The aotors will be Max Rogers,
Hobby North, Harry Cooper, Hugh Cam-
eron, (leorge White, Dorothy Jardon and
Florence Montgomery.

Forbes-Robertson will play*“'I'he Puss-
Ing of the Third Floor Back" at the Shubert
Theatre on Monday evening. Interest
will be imparted to the revival from the
apperance of Uertrude Elliott as the
slavey, whioh was always the most sym-
pathetic feminine character in the play,
This will be lollowed by *The Sacrament
of Judas,” by L. N. Parker. On Tuesday
and Thursday will be acted “The Light
That Failed," on Wedneaday. “Hamlet,"
and Friday “Mice and Men.” The double
bill will be acted at the other per-
formances,

Mille. Polaire will be added to the pro-
gramme at the Fourty-fourth Street
Music Hall to-morrow afternoon, appear-
{ng in *The Visitor," which has hsen one
of her most succeasful speciaities during
recent seasons. ‘The rest of the pro-
gramme will remain the same,

|

| = in
|  The Sscrament

Gersrude Elliote

of Jeadas.”

S

Florence Moore inn “The Plesasure Seckers.

gested by the puamac of Miss sarry-| ducers, 414 not
more.  She |5 o the trst place, a dee- | the smallef clties,
newspnpers were guick to realize this,

ade of years younger, HBut the small
head, the regal pose-—they ure there, and
are moreover the beauty of Miss Parry-
more, whom it Is a pleagure to weleome
back in a play that not only shows her
to such advantage bt seems certain
to interest her friends for its own sake
as well as hers,

TWO SUCCESSFUL PLAYS,

And They DId Not Mave a Punch
With a Kick Elther.

In spite of the ¢fMorts of theatre nuan-
ugers to fill thelr houses with plays that
offend all laws of good taste and even
common decency there are dramas that
meet, the fullest degree of suceess withe-
out resorting to any such means. In
fact the two most suceessful plays of
the last season had none of the objece-
tionable quality that has appeared n
more  than  one  play  this  season.
“Within the Law" deals of course with
the overworked underworld, but it can-
not be sald to possess any  positively
objectionable tralts either in tendency
or in its acted scenes. Yet it is one of
the most popular dramas acted in years,
Then *“Peg o My Heart,! which has
been on view for a much longer time
than any other play except “Within the
Law.,"” {8 altogether free from any obe-
Jectionable features. It is Indeed quite
idyllie In ite simplicity,

Bome statisties concerning these two

plecer will make it plain how successful
plays may be and yet have no fight to
lure the publie in, Last season, some
time after “Within the Law" showed
signa of being a sensational success, the
American Play Company wanted to ind
out If the play had any value for other
towns, A compuny was formed about
Christman, playing to 4 very good busi-
néss, but not enough to satisfy the man-
agement. They booked the company
for return dates in all the citles after
the first pix weeks, The results were
very gratifying, g8 the company played
to capacity on its return in all clitiea,
The American Flay Company, proe

hovdwink the publie o

Conn,, was visited four different weeks

taken in on the laxt week or the fourth
visit of this company

The producers had learned a lesson,
They then declded to send out six come-
panies nt the beginning of the current I
season under the organiziation now pmy-l Flsa Iyan was ¢osen as the first i.-n the top of the New York roof

opinlons on his profession,

America,” sald Mr. Standing, “there! tion
B0
much us the architectural grandeur of |
New York Thore worderful bulidings, | alted an idea of the individual ego.
however, are but the outward sign uf} T think the wonderful progress that
the continued and aver increasing prog- | husg been made iu acting  In America
ress of Americans in 6-\1-1“_\‘lhhu:‘
“After being vears 1
pressed by the artistic culture of Amer
fcang, ind naturally, belng of the stuge
they are things theatricul that
noticed Arst,
All my professional life | have
done what 1 could in my
to aid the struggle to pluce the stage
and acting on a high plane of artistry, | look on acting as American  college
Acting was never #o looked up to as| women do then there will be  more

“Actors and actresses them- |

Anina Pavlova
at the

Metropalitan

Opera House.

Cyril Maude
171 The Second

in Command’

ing at the Eltinge Theatre, Great cnars
was glven to gelecting the actors. The

| building of the production wus slmost a

( Juplicate of the one npow at the Eltings

| Theatre., The arganizations cost abont
;lZ.UUU A Week toorun. It reguires sIN
i ov geven loads to transport the produocs

tion in every town., Tnese productions
ould have been put up at a cost of
about $1.000 a week and carry very lit-
tle scenery In order to enhance th
yvalye of the property however, atd
muake [t possible to play return dates,
efficiency was what they were seeoKing
After the companies had opened their
weasons  the producers wrote letters n

tall the managers asking the opinions
of the play. the company and whother

they mht they could play a profit-
HR I2agement In all cases
' vorable Mo
con ! . O | e il
ty, gave the company headed by Cat
erine Tower r o &u o0 d 2 the #

Week in M

return en

receipts will

cagily reach CoRsEt coms
pany ieidledd Marguaret  lllington
played a suceessfal return engagemeoent
in Chicagn Al thy i

gually prosperous anid the r
celpte for the st week amounted
nearly  $50.000

With the formation of 1] i
company now in rehearsal “Within the
Law" e=stablishes uew records for tie
{number of organizations to =end  on
tour in one play The 1014l receipts up

to date are more than g800 oo

|

Ollver Morosco has hegun an invie-
#lon with the varlous divie f the
Sl o8 My Heart” companies ™
country has heen districted

= carefull

W the travelllng  Pegs Then came
lanche Hall Miss Tavior's uander-
mtudy throughout the winter - an

understudy who had not once steppeed
ipon the (S Mi=s Hyan wus a
SOCUeER und the jrerseng hit of t. e

playv was undonbied, for, though the
Cort Theatte had not gnce droppeed
wlow Qs capacity, Miss Ryan's bus=
ness oncee surpassed the Cort's
Blanche Hall was first assigned 1o
*he one night stands and opened In
Paterson, N, I Peggy (r"Neil hegan
her  career  in the Court Sguire

Themtre of Springfichl, Mass, and was

SO i RICCesR lat month rehearsals
began at the Cort Theatre on Mandde
Hungerford's company, Mi=s lunger
ford bednge the nest Peg omtgoing, Miss
Ryan began in Pitsborg and went up
ino Canada, where Hritt
thronged to her playhouss Mi=s Hull
has beoen doing smitll turns in New
York State and Miss (PNeil i= in New
England

Miss Ryian heads directly west, plas
img  only the Jurge oitics she  will
return to United States territory next
weeh . then wravel toward Washington
and will go on a lne which will tike
her through & Loowis, Omahn,
Clty, Drenver and Salt Lake City t

stibects hay

Francisco, Blanche Hall's company will
Ko uth, playing slewly down to the
Gulf  Btate which wil  be reached
thout  mbilwinter Hhe will cross
Missi=sippd t New Girfeans I will
then go wrstwanl oy Tes and the
osert untry hesvond A | St
time Pegey O Neil will started west
on the North Hlors will he
cities of Minnesol the Duiketas, Tdal
Wyoming LR o n md Washingto
Miss Hungerford witl probably he il
lotted to the middle West, while this
firtth of the road Peos will finad mn
ready hooking 18 start st least

through toe New lGnelamd towns anld

TO DELIGHT THE EYE.

Lhee Hippodrome will to-morrow night

bezin the tenth week of the speotacl

“America, "which  possesses in o way
wreater educational value than any of s
predecessors Fhere are many beautiful
anud impressive tabileaus i the spectacle
and in spite of the fact that all of themn

fare lid on the Westorn Hemisphere thers

Ie Do sUpteston of monotony

The wonderful pactures of “The  Last

as a erent politieal teld. The general [ Day= of Pompen™ 1o be seen at the Bigon

direction of the Y Pegs will e wesy Ihestre have artracted large andicnces
Fach has its own route and they witl fand threaten to Keep that  playhoties
not conflict, tmce weross the Missiee | OPFD 108 @ long time 10 come  Thes

ippi, they will move toward the sunset
und the Pacitic coast in triple line, at
tabout even speed, the north flank anon
tonching the Canandian  bovder,  the
| southern wing haedly ever more than
a da s horseback ride from the Mexi-
can line.

There were three "Peg™ companies an
|

five,

It was expected that o =ingle pros-
perous year would suthiee New York, as
"tar as the Taylor company was con-
cerned.  Road companies were regarded
nd HN experiment, Whether or not

the genius of  Lauretee  Tavior was |

wholly responsible for the New York
suceesa of  the play  was an open
question

free from some of the traditions that

for r'.uyihmlgn about actors of other nations,
Standing, who canw to New York to act|
with Chrystal Herne, Mr, Standing ex-
presudid to A BUN reporter some of his

What they have done has never so im-
pressed itsell op' me a0t has sinee my
recent return to America,

“In Americn they tuke their profes-
I sion with a dignitied view, and while
L demanding for themselves the recogni-
accorded any man or woman in
any profession  they are not in any
gen=¢ of the word ‘high brow,'” nor is
there among the most of them oo ex-

| is due primarily to one thing, eduoca-
tion; the fact that colleges are foster-
g the fdea that the profession of act-
ing I8 a noble one.  College women are
among the foremost American Hetresses,

[ I mention women because of the deplor-
luble fact that o few college men have |

tuken acting serviously.  Many of them
| would like to, 1 am sure, hut something

those ‘good old days' of the stage deters
them. When American college men

Ereat American actors,

In England onr actors are reerulted

of acting 1a among the greatest of all, from  Cambridege  and  Oxford Why,
1 sometimes belleve Amer-
icann have done more along
than others. For one reason

then, is it that Yale, Harvard or P’rinces

thig line! tan cannot give a few really highly edu-
they are| caled gentlemen Lo Lthe stage?

the moad,  After lust Monday there were |
The people and the four and three woeks Liter there will b

“Managers who want actors to play
selves accomplished this by their deter-| the parts of gentlemen import them,
mination to recognize that

are as fine in their way as the views of
“Yuo Vadis® which George Kleine pre
sented =0 long nnd so proasperously
the Astor Theatre,

Hugh O'Donnell will lecrure to-nigl
on Damascus, Constant inopde and Athons
and show wonder ol views of these inter
esting cities

JOAN SAWYER ILL.

Joan Sawver recently met with a =hght
awceident and for the present her physicun <

| hive decided that she should not dunee
=0 her place has been taken by Mae Mur

ray, who will dance with Carlos Sebastan
o time betng and also g
tion in the aiternoon Miss Murran
i w very accomplished dancer, wa

VoIV Phe G

fwr  Mazzi Hagos v “Her Latt e Hghioss

1 soure the other cabmret artract wons

Standing on His Art—Guy Talks About Its Present Statc

Between the acts of “At

i not dittienst to olay the parg

nogentleman,  There 5 only one gren

essentinl —to e ope,  Of course tech

nic, personailty, elocuation, are necded

but in a way those things are meehon

' of our trade. There wre =o tan
e gentlemen o Americn, docs e

seom strange they should so seem

imaine they would be losing sonm

those very qualiications by displayin
them on the stage? Now b= the peyvelio

logical moment for the gentlvinan in

acting, It i# thme we were getting buicl

to the love story, the play with the hero
a gentleman, whose solicitinde for the
troubler of the heroine, his self-sacred
flee, his good humor aod tetamph over
obstacles and the tinal happy onding
which will never lose its appen! to b
hearted, sympathetio, emotional «for sl

thelr dentnly Americans who prove evers

day of thelr Hves that all the Anw rican

1 Lworld lgyves o lover
‘..r the stigmu that still clings from |

Pa ome gt s the psyehologicnl time
for the roturn of the hera to Broad
wiay, Mr., Rearborongh recognized this

[when he wrote ‘At Hay.!'  Anmd, by the
|way. that same dramatist is himself a
Pvindlcation of my theory of college men

and the mtage. They muy not as el

[huve taken up acting seriously, but they

have certalnly taken up play writing.
Mr. Scarborough I8 a university man, as
are also many of the lending dramatists
of to-day."
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